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1.0 Introduction

Peach Hill Park is a unique 159 acre parcel locafedf the Salt Point Turnpike in the
northwest corner of the town. It includes unfotgele views from the highest point in
the town. It also includes features that are ualisdocal parks such as a mature apple
orchard and a large wetland. The future developroktine park should enhance the
unique features, embrace the site limitations amieae the vision statement of the site.

1.1 Vision Statement At several times over the past five years thaemanity at large,
the Friends of Peach Hill and numerous town offickeve had the opportunity to
discuss developing this site. These thoughts apettives have been molded into a
vision statement:

“Peach Hill Park is a unique town park where rectiem combines with

the preservation of a rural agricultural open spaoeprovide a location

for individual and group passive-use recreatioralgo can be an

excellent venue for educational uses, and low imgpaecial events.”

1.2 Existing Conditions There are many existing features within the pagk ghould

be preserved and enhanced through appropriate maeag The major unique feature is
what we term the “Hudson Valley Agricultural Verndex”. By this we refer to the
quickly disappearing farming landscape that for ynggars defined the Hudson Valley.
The orchards, open fields, wetlands and hillsideb@site exemplify this landscape.

The park is noted for another unique feature, #tersive views in all directions. From
the top of the hill you can clearly see the Catdkibuntains, the Shawungunk
Mountains, Hudson Highlands, Schennemunk Mountdouynt Beacon, the Taconic
Hills and the Berkshire Hills. The view to the dowest also gives an interesting
perspective, a “birds-eye view” of the town ang at Poughkeepsie.

1.3 Site Limitations There are also several factors that limit ¢ttgu@ent of the park.
Chief among these is the conservation easementirttiitst development of the property

to “passive recreation uses”. Two of the uniquaudees (the wetland area and the steep
hillsides) limit what and how development can happ®ther limitations include the
presence of existing and potential neighboring bigraent, limited access to the site and
areas of the property that need remediation oigédstcontamination.

1.3.a__Pesticide Contamination One limiting factor, a result of past agricuétluse, is
the presence of residual amounts of pesticidesdfaumrthe property. Pesticides found
include DDT and its daughter products; arsenic;laad. In most places the amount
found is less than the EPA Action Level. The clhiatard of this contamination is the
ingestion of the soil by young children. Warniradgout this contamination have been
posted at the park entrance. In areas of sigmfiase (such as the picnic area and
overlooks), the hazard can be remediated by cogehie area with nine inches of
uncontaminated soil.




2.0 _Development Concept

To best use the unique features of the site weesiggtheme for the park emphasizing
the “Hudson Valley Agricultural Vernacular”. Thiseme would be reflected, as far as
possible, in the design of all features of the parkis would give the visitor a unique
guasi-farm like experience in addition to the ndrimking and sight-seeing experiences
available at most other parks and trails.




3.0 Park Elements

3.1 Landscapes One of the most stunning aspects of this parkreeéried
landscapes. It is recommended that these landst&p@managed to maintain and
enhance the currently existing diversity. This dedy will include:
Designate and maintain certain areas as “meadows”.
Preserve the integrity of the wetland area.
After thorough evaluation, determine an appropraaea of the orchard to be
maintained and treated it as a “demonstration adtha
Annually mowing and maintaining specific sites tegerve their views. This
would include the view from the Fishkill Ridge-Pdikgepsie overlook, the
Catskill overlook, the Shawungunk-Hudson Highlandrtook, the Taconic
overlook and other view alleys.
Annually mowing specific orchard areas to maintaie orchard appearance.
Control of invasive and pest plant species, suchilasthis and poison ivy.
Develop demonstration areas to illustrate enviramaideaturessuch as
o0 The effect of limiting deer browsing on plant growtith a deer exclusion
area.
o Develop a Plant Succession Demonstration areaow slRamples of plant
succession after not mowing a meadow area afted &nd 15 years.
o Stands planted to encourage growth of threatentder@ants such as
chestnut trees and elm trees.

A key location in the park is the main pond ar#as a very visible and identifiable
feature close to the geographic center of the odchfg this point it is felt that the pond
is, at best, an attractive nuisance. It shoulthbeaged to present an attractive
appearance yet deter direct visitor contact.

This area was historically key to the operationtloé¢ orchard. Two items of note remain.
The old mixing tank has fallen to the ground andusth be removed. The metal arm can
be retained and explained to bring the orchardeddr visitors.

3.2 Trails Probably the most important recreational featurihécsite is the
development of hiking trails. The layout of thelpaalls for a network of trails. This
network should be designed with a main trail whidlersects a number of less developed
trails that loop back around to the main trail.

In general the main trail would be an easy tragkigned for more intensive usage. The
loop trails would be more challenging, probablyhnat mowed grass surfacing.



3.2.a_Main (Core) Trail Visitors who want a fairly direct walk to the stanemorable
overlooks and features of the park would taketiais. It would pass the following
points in the park: the proposed picnic areapttrad overlook, the main pond, the
“amphitheater”, the Fishkill Ridge-Poughkeepsiertaak, the Catskill overlook, and
finally the Shawungunk-Hudson Highlands overlookobe returning to “amphitheater”.

It will consist of two sections:
The first section (from the parking lot to the paréa) will fit the FSTAG (US
Forest Service Trail Accessibility Guidelines) Ti@lass 4 or Highly Developed
Trail definition. It will therefore be designed to deathdicapped accessible”.
The remainder of this trail will be designed fiallrClass 3 or
Developed/Improved Traillhis trail will be a greater challenge, but wititrmeet
the strict standards for handicapped accessibiBiyth sections will be signed
appropriately as to accessibility.

3.2.b _Loop Trails The “loop trails” would be a series of trails thaould intersect the
main trail and meander through the park to evehtuajoin the main trail. They would
be a FSTAG Class 3 or Developed/Improved TiEhey will provide two things, an
alternate “road less traveled” and the opportutadtinterpret additional features of the
park. Examples of these trails could be
a “eastern trail” (leaving the main trail eastloé tamphitheater” and rejoining it
in at the Catskill overlook). The Taconic overlaakwell as the high point of the
town are along this trail.
A “western trail” (leaving the main trail near tBdawungunk-Hudson Highland
overlook and rejoining it near the picnic area).
A “meadow trail” that could interpret plant sucdesswould go through the
meadows between the parking area and the main pond.
A “woodlot forest trail” (leaving the main trail #te Catskill overlook and
traveling through a oak-maple climax woodlot tanejthe main trail near the
Shawungunk-Hudson Highland overlook).
A “switchback trail” that would travel from the pdro the summit area. The
many switchbacks would provide an easy grade toap®f the hill. With trail
surface hardening this trail could be consideredaessible trail.

Trail designation and marking is vital to an enjolgavisitor experience. An information
kiosk is needed at the parking area with a trajp rauad trail descriptions. Trail marking is
a challenge in the orchard. The low limbs on thele@trees limit their use for trail
markers. It is suggested that color-coded, plasgitmarkers be attached to cedar or
locust posts at necessary locations. At trail sgetions unobtrusive signs could be
placed on these posts with destinations and dissan@ well designed trail brochure
would supplement the trail signs and markers.



It is envisioned that these trails will be develdge that they are interpretive in nature.
Signs or interpretive booklets can explain featafethe park. Items that can be
interpreted include:

features seen from the overlooks

farming practices

apple orchard development

plant succession

hardwood climax forests

meadow habitats

historical human use

former railroad beds adjacent to the park

park geology

wetland ecology

nature through poetry

3.2.c_ Wetlands Trail The wetland portion of the property deservegexisl
interpretive trail. It is envisioned that thisitnaould be an out and back boardwalk
traversing the wetlands and ending, possibly witdoek, at the wetlands pond. A trail
easement across neighboring property would bedbeway to connect this trail to the
main section of the park; the easiest way woultbbeute trail along the shoulder of
Edgewood Drive.

3.2.d_Trail Connections The potential exists to connect the trails atcRéd4ill Park

with other trails and parks in the community. Hugacent railroad bed has the potential
to connect the park to the proposed Central DugcResl Trail. The Central Hudson
power line creates a corridor that could potentiik the park to Quiet Cove County
Park, Longview Park, Marist College, Dutchess ComityuCollege and the proposed
Riverfront Trail in the City of Poughkeepsie.

3.2.e Hudson River Valley Greenway Trail Designatin Trails in this park are
potentially eligible for designation by the StateNew York as Hudson River Valley
Greenway Trails. The Town should pursue this degign as soon as possible.

3.3 _Site Amenities The overall visitor experience can be greatly eckdror
detracted by man made structures and site amenifies use of an overall theme is one
way to communicate the experience to park patrohs.“Hudson Valley Agricultural
Vernacular” has been chosen as the theme becamisigaibces the natural and historical
surroundings.

3.3.a_Park Entrance The Park Entrance needs a great deal of womkalee it more
attractive and inviting. It is the first thing wisrs see upon arrival at the park, and
therefore sets the mood and expectation for the visiere should be a rustic split rail
fence installed along the border of Edgewood DriVais will deter illegal ATV usage as
well set the stage for entrance to the park. Teegnt highway type sign should be
replaced by a more rustic sign mounted on a themested wooden structure. The chain
link gate should be replaced by a gate that is materal and rustic looking.




3.3.b_Parking Area The Parking Area currently is a gravel lot tbah accommodate
approximately 15 cars. While it currently meets gark’s needs, it is anticipated that it
will need to be expanded in the near future. Ra@lythe area to the west of the current
lot could be utilized for this purpose. The gragsVeway and parking area enhances the
theme as would retaining selected trees in theipgirea. Another split rail fence either
surrounding the parking lot or between the parkirep and the power line corridor
would discourage illegal vehicle usage. A themerded kiosk should be installed near
the parking area to orient visitors to the site.

3.3.c_Picnic Area The current plan is to develop a Picnic Area gltire accessible trail
approximately 300 feet from the parking area. Tbgsition was chosen because it
provides a nice view to the west as well as sontgralesshade from the apple trees. It is
on the accessible trail and park vehicles couldyeascess it. A rustic picnic table such
as the State Park Table manufactured by Long Lunvbetd enhance the overall theme.

3.3.d Signs Signs are a mainstay of both the interpretie \asitor control needs of
the site. All signs should be professionally madee current scheme is that regulatory
signs have dark green letters on a white backgroQtiter signs have white letters on a
dark green background. It is important that Parkitary signs should be posted listing
rules from the Town Code. There should be enougsdio convey the important
information but not too many to overwhelm visitors.

3.3.e Benches Benches will be an important aspect of thié ésgperience at Peach

Hill Park. They need to be positioned at locatitmtake advantage of overlooks and
wherever a rest may be needed. Again the Long lemi@bmpany supplies benches
which would fit the overall theme. Alternativelyenches can be manufactured from
rough cut slab wood and logs.

3.3.f _The “Amphitheater” The “Amphitheater” is an interesting locatiokMany

have looked at the large terraced hill and envisibconcerts for thousands of people.
Development for this use would require building txey the scope of the “Hudson Valley
Agricultural Vernacular” theme.

The area does lend itself to a small group presientarea, possibly a stone patio with a
row or two of benches on the uphill side or comgdieencircling it. This location could
be used for educational purposes such as natkgeaatl even such things as outdoor
weddings.

3.3.g Toilets and Restrooms Toilets and restrooms are an important amédaity

visitor comfort. For the time being this need vadl accommodated with a portable toilet
located near the park entrance. It should havetécrimoking privacy fence around it. In
the future it may be advisable to build permanestrooms.




3.3.h Viewing Platform Many people have commented that the views fiflzen t
summit could be enhanced by building a ViewingfBtat. This has been envisioned as
everything from a stone building to an AdirondaaleH ower to a simple platform
designed for visitors to just see over the toptheftrees. A viewing platform has it
plusses and minuses. On the plus side it woulhbagttraction for the park. On the
minus side it has liability issues and could be#iractive nuisance. It also could be very
expensive. The maintenance of viewing alleys bgaele tree work and landscape
management may do more to enhance the overallierperthan building a tower.

3.3.i_Other Site Amenities In the future other site amenities, such pawlion for
picnics and educational programs, may become aityrfor future development. They
should be constructed to enhance the overall peé.

3.3.] _Future Park Improvements Other items have been suggested as long
term improvements to the park. For some of th@dems the acquisition of adjacent
properties or conservation easements on adjacepégies would be needed.

Trail connections to other parks and trail systems

Alternate (trail or vehicle) access routes into plaek

Rest room facilities




4.0 Landscape Management PlanThe essential task in planning the development of
this park is determining a Landscape Managememt PThis plan would set aside areas
to be:
Managed for intense visitor use
Developed into meadows
Maintained as orchards
Managed to maintain the view
Managed to screen neighboring homes
Managed for interpretation or education experiences
o Plant succession exhibits
o Demonstration orchard
o0 Wetland habitat
o Deer exclusion areas for “nursery areas” of threadeplant species
Passively maintained areas to allow for naturahipaiccession

A map is attached to this report with parts ofplaek designated for each zone.

4.1 Grass Cutting Plan The major tool to manage the landscape is ohtera plan for
grass cutting Different parts of the park will need to be cidekly, other areas cut as
needed (probably every 2-3 weeks) and some justadiyn These areas have been
identified as follows:
Areas cut weekly
o Intensive use areas such as the Entrance/Parkingréa and Picnic Area
Areas cut as needed
o Trails and Trail Borders
o Overlooks
Areas that are mowed annually
0o Meadow areas
o “Orchard zones”
o Designated plant succession exhibits

4.2 Viewshed Management and Preservatioi®ne of the unique features of this
property are the extensive views from the hilltogea Trees and vegetation will need to
be managed to preserve these views. In additftorfseshould be made to advocate for
preservation of the viewshed in the immediate af¢he park.




5.0 Development Timeline Development of the park can not completed imuaiedty.
We envision them happening in three phases: Imaedieps in Years 1 and 2,
Intermediate steps by Year 5 and Future steps lay Y@ Despite the fact that we are
placing these projects into a timeline, situatioresy happen that may change their
ranking. The projects are grouped as follows:

5.1 Immediate Steps (Years 1 and 2)
Adoption of Development Plan
Adoption of Landscape Management and Mowing Plans
Pesticide Remediation Activities
Development of Main (Core) Trail including handicaqressible section, picnic
area, overlooks, benches, signage
Development of Loop Trails
Development of Park Entrance area
Hudson River Valley Greenway Trail Designation

5.2 Intermediate Steps (by Year 5)
Additional Interpretive signage
Continued development of Loop Trails
Enlarge Parking Area
Development of the “Switchback Trail”

5.3 Future Steps (by Year 10)
Wetlands Trall
Permanent restroom facilities
Hard surfacing “Switchback Trail”
Trail connections to other parks and trail systems
Viewing Platform
Pavilion
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